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In 1999, two pars after 
Erika Kauffman won the 
Miss Hawaii crown, she 
decided to enhance her 
smile -- but not for an- 
other beauty scholarship 
pageant. Wanting a ca- 
reer in broadcast jwr- 
nalirm, Kauffman 
made an appointment 
to see Dr. Wynn &u- 
da. "He h a  an amaz- 
-. . 
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ing reputation," she says, 
"and I knew he would take 
a person's strong pants and 
enhance them." 

Kauffman decided ed have 
her four front teeth fitted 
with pmelain veneen. And, 
when she saw them in the 
mirror, it was a scene right 
cut of "Extreme WEakeaw~, " 
the hit ABC red@ TV series. 

"I just cried. It felt very 

natural and right," says 
Kauffman, who recently re- 
turned home to Hawaii af- 
ter spending two and a 
half years working in the 
entertainment industry in 
L.A. "As a result of my 
smile makeover, the boost 
in my confidence and self- 
esteem ha4 empowered me 
to mt inue purwing my 
life's goals. " 

aDyco&s.tkmabouta~ 
less here than in ~apan.*'says 
Dr. Olnrda, *So they can come 
to Hawaii, take a maation and 
have th& teeth done for the 

amount dmoney than 
habig their teeth done in 
Japan, and @not- 
it done 2n the western s*." 

But &&t get the  on 
ehat well-to-%to dt~~tist.fs 
merely fixated on the nleh and 
hxwus. Dr. Okuda is the 
founder of Give Back Smile, a 
national non-pdt program 
wed by near& 1 .W dptist 
v 0 1 u n ~ ,  Launched ln 1997, 
it helps sxn-vmm ddomesttc 
Vsdencewb haveswtabed . a 

'i' 
damage to their h n t  teeth 
b m  their abusers. 

YIt!samazetlghoymanypm- 
pk thfnk teeth aren't so impor: 
tant until you lose them," he $j 
s a y s . ~ w o p r e n d i d n ' t &  ask;' 

to be hn, and when 5omebdy f mlns them. Wbat h a p &  to ,.,. 
~ ~ t e e t h ? , ' i t b ~ ~ a f l  

for than, &*of chargo. To me, ;, 
='re mc b V  of ercat- ti,' 
ingm@s." ' - t ~ .  
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